Option 40 - Maintenance of an existing fence on stock excluded woodland 

Aims

· To encourage the continued growth of trees and shrubs to maintain the fabric of the woodland

· To enhance the character of the landscape

Management Requirements

· This option is available on single blocks of existing broadleaved / conifer woodland with a minimum area of 0.5ha as defined on the National Forestry Index irrespective of whether they have been fenced under a previous scheme.

· Any woodland entered into a current Tir Gofal, Improved Land Premium, Woodland Grant Scheme, Better Woodlands For Wales, Farm Woodland Premium Scheme and Farm Woodland scheme is not eligible for this option.

· The existing fence must be maintained to exclude stock for the lifetime of the contract (see Annex 1 for fencing specifications) If no existing  fence is present it is acceptable to erect a new fence to ensure the area is stock excluded. (Please note that the points available for this option are for the maintenance of an existing fence only - existing from the start date of AWE Glastir contract)

· Stock must be excluded at all times

· The woodland must not be used for supplementary feeding.

· The rules for habitat under the Whole Farm Code will apply to the woodland entered into this option.
